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Biography 
Lisa Karen Underwood was born on March 6, 1968 and her family moved to Searcy, Arkansas 
when she was two years old. She graduated from Harding Academy in 1986. Lisa started out 
going to college at Harding University and Harding is where she met her husband Keith Burley. 
Lisa and Keith got married on May 30, 1987 and a few years later they moved to Monticell?, 
Arkansas when she was twenty-three years old. While Lisa living in Monticello, they started a 
family and her full time career was being a mother. Lisa graduated from University of Arkansas 
at Monticello in 2005 with a degree in English and a minor in Psychology. In 2008, Lisa 
received a master's degree in Information Science from the University of Tennessee. Her current 
occupation is at the Brackett Library as the Instruction Librarian. Individuals that are interested 
in Library Science would find this interview stimulating. 
Ammons: Let's talk about experiences that you have had so where do you grow up? 
Burley: I grew up in Searcy actually. My family moved here when I was two years old. My Dad 
taught at Harding so I grew up not just in Searcy but in the Harding community. Lived here until 
I was 23, I was 23 when my husband and I moved away for a while. Well, that is where I grew 
up. 
Ammons: So you were in Arkansas throughout school and college ... 
Burley: Yep, yeah I didn't .. .I didn't finish my undergraduate at Harding. I got married after my 
freshman year and our oldest daughter was born between what would have been my junior and 
senior years and I sat out to be a Mom for a while and wound up finishing several years later at 
the University of Arkansas at Monticello. So yeah even that was a job for a Mom. Yeah. 
Ammons: So what did you have as an undergrad, what was your degree? 
Burley: When I was here like the early years, I was majoring in Psychology and then when I 
went back to finish, life just kind of changes your priorities and I knew that I didn't want to 
spend all of the years that it would take to do the masters in counseling and do the hours before 
your actually certified and accredited so I switched things .. .I switched my major and minor and 
wound up majoring in English and minoring in Psychology and then I did my masters work in 
Information Science so library. Yeah, it is a little more family friendly. 
Ammons: So your jobs in Arkansas? 
Burley: A lot of years as a Mom. I have in my Mom years; I also worked weekends at a hotel 
desk that was very interesting because that was when we were in Monticello, which is southeast 
Arkansas, which is very different cultural climate than Searcy and Harding, I did not know that 
Rodeo was a high school sport until I moved to Monticello and those were our busiest weekends 
at the hotel, which was checking in all of the Rodeo people. It would be booked up a year in 
advance and yeah, so rodeo as a high school sport and I did not know that even though I grew up 
in Arkansas that agricultural was a big extracurricular activity for some people and 
University ... UAM, University of Arkansas at Monticello was one of the top forestry programs in 
the nation and they would host conclave every year, which is like the big lumberjack 
tournaments, you know where they do the log rolling and the chopping so that was another really 
busy weekend and anyway so yeah hotel desk was one thing I did and I also worked at a public 
library in Monticello and then also at the library at the University of Arkansas at Monticello and 
I worked at Wal-Mart. I think everybody that lives in Arkansas has worked at one point in time. I 
waited tables in a locally owned pizza place and a lot of years as a Mom so that all adds up. 
Ammons: So your kids, how was their life growing up in Arkansas different than yours? 
Burley: One ... One big difference is that they do go to public schools and so I think they are 
much more connected to the Searcy community, we ... well, we have five children and they 
range in age from thirteen to twenty-three now but when our girls started school, we were in 
Monticello and they were in public school in Monticello and that was just a very [laughs] ... a 
very different experience from what I had at Harding Academy and there were a lot of good 
things to it but it just again that's the delta region of the state so there are a lot oflow-income 
families, the vast majority of the student population in those schools were on free lunch 
programs and it was a school district that survived on grants and things like that so they had a, I 
mean they had good teachers, they had good friends but it was a very different situation for them 
and now that we have moved to Searcy, its still being in Searcy Public Schools is a different 
experience from growing up at the Academy, they ... we know people from the community now 
like I never did growing up, we have a very vested interest in Searcy as a community instead of 
just the Harding world. That was one thing I was thinking about before when you asked me to do 
this, well I did grow up in Arkansas but I feel like when you grow up in the Harding world that is 
a pretty different experience from a lot of, you know, a lot of other people in Arkansas. Anyway, 
its been good, I will say, its been good as an adult to really connect to the community of Searcy 
instead of just the Harding community that I grew up in so they both have their strengths but 
Searcy is a good place too. 
Ammons: What historical events do you remember like in Arkansas? Like your Arkansas 
reactions or like just what you remember as a kid growing up or now or ... 
Burley: I would say for anyone my age the dominant figure in Arkansas has been Bill Clinton. 
He was governor almost all of the time that I was aware of what governance was, I do 
remember ... ! remember very well him being this young, smart, good-looking guy that was 
running for governor and that he had this wife from up North who didn't even have his last 
name, she was still Hillary Rodham at that time and him running and he had two years and you 
know then he was not re-elected. Frank White was re-elected ... was elected and served two years 
and then the very next time around there was Bill Clinton again and from that point on he was 
the governor of Arkansas, he just was and my sister went to governor school in one of the first 
years that it was ... it existed and this is every Arkansan my age has a Bill Clinton story and my 
Bill Clinton story is when we took her to governor school, he came and he spoke, and he ... we 
were outside of the little reception on the campus and he was going around, shaking all of the 
people's hands and she is only two years older than I am but in that point in our life, I always 
looked older than she did and I don't know why I just did and so he has shaken everybody's 
hand, welcoming them to governor school and he gets, I was not at that point in my life, I was 
not a Bill Clinton fan because mostly Hillary Clinton had done a lot of education reforms and we 
had a longer school years and I was not happy about that but I had told them that in Conway that 
day that if Bill Clinton was there that I was not going to shake his hand [laughs] ... and so he 
going around shaking everybody's hand and he gets to us and he starts to shake my hand like he 
has his hand out to shake it and I go oh its my sister that's here and so he's like oh and so cause 
he assumed that I was there so now its my sister that is in governor school so I actually had the 
opportunity to shake Bill Clinton's hand and did not do it, I wished I had now but I still thin]<. 
that is a great story and he also came, he presided at chapel a few times, he was here at the 
inauguration, when Dr. Burks became President of Harding, Bill Clinton was sitting on stage 
then and its another funny thing about growing up in Arkansas was that Clinton, I have been in 
conversation with people and I hear myself saying that you know when its like when you are in a 
room and Bill Clinton walks in because seriously if you are in a room and he walks in, you don't 
even have to know that he is coming in, you know you can kind of feel this huge presence has 
entered the room and then you look around and you realize that it is because Governor Clinton is 
finally here and just realizing that not everyone knows what that is like but pretty much 
everybody I grew up with knew because we had been at some public function where he had been 
there. It was huge to see him at the old steakhouse cause I had been at the old steakhouse I don't 
know how many times and to see him give that acceptance speech when he won the nomination, 
it was just .. .it was very interesting to see the difference in how they were perceived when like 
when Mrs. Clinton decided to change her last name, you know, she went from Hillary Rodham 
cause she was very determined to keep her own identity and then I think they kind of realized 
that you can't win in Arkansas, if you don't play by the Arkansas rules and so the next election, 
she was Hillary Clinton and when he was elected President, she was Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
you know it was an interesting to see all that play out and to see them as young parents raising 
kids like you know people, not I mean they are older than I am but they were the age of most of 
my teachers and most of my teachers were raising kids and so kind of seeing all of that 
happening together was really really interesting. He has been the politician of my lifetime 
seriously he has been. 
Ammons: So do you have a favorite Arkansas entertainer or Arkansas athlete? 
Burley: I do, I do Glen Campbell if you are talking about entertainers from Arkansas who 1!1-ade 
it big. He was from Delight, Arkansas and grew up with one of my very good friend's Mom, 
Don England, who taught in the Science Department for years, his wife grew up with Glen 
Campbell and I remember being a very little girl singing Like a Rhinestone Cowboy on the 
playground because its you know, we had connections, I felt like we did, with Glen Campbell. 
He also looked a lot like my uncle so that was fun. Entertainers within Arkansas again I don't 
think anyone my age would not mention Craig O'Neil, he was a radio personality and made 
hilarious prank phone calls, hilarious prank phone calls to oh to visiting coaches from out of 
state, to he had one coach convinced that he had their helmets that were delivered were defective 
and have to send them all back and his team wouldn't have helmets to play football with the next 
day and he was just funny. He was funny; he was on the Little Rock Radio station every 
[morning], we all listened to Craig O'Neil every morning and then he transitioned to TV but it is 
still kind of fun to watch him but though as far as just names within Arkansas, it would be Craig 
O'Neil but Glen Campbell, he just. .. I am not really even a country music person but he was that 
first Arkansas connection, I didn't know Johnny Cash was from Arkansas until way later that 
really wasn't played up about him, I don't think, I mean I always knew who Johnny Cash was 
but I did not know his Arkansas ties until I was an adult. I'm sure younger people would say 
Chris Allen but you know [laughs], I am not that young. Sports figures, U.S. Reed, I don't know 
if you ever heard that story but when I was in seventh grade, U.S. Reed played basketball at the 
University of Arkansas and it was the NCAA Tournament and they were playing against I don't 
remember who but we were getting down to the last wire, it was the last play of the game and 
there were maybe a second left on the clock and Arkansas got to bring the ball in and they were 
down by one point, maybe two and he dribbled to half-court, just flung the ball up in the air and 
made a perfectly clean half-court shot and Arkansas won the game. That was cool. That's • 
probably the first college sports memory that I really remember but the thing about Arkansas is 
we only have one college team and so the whole state gets behind that one team if you're from 
Tennessee, you gotta choose between Vanderbilt and UT; if you're from Mississippi, you've got 
Ole Miss and you've got other places and Alabama's got Alabama and Auburn but Arkansas, we 
have Arkansas and I mean I always thought it was weird that they were pigs and that they're 
razorbacks but still, you know, you gotta, you gotta be loyal to the home team, so anyway that's 
probably my favorite Arkansas Sports memory is U.S. Reed's half-court shot. 
Ammons: Is there any advice that you would give to someone that wants to go into your field? 
Burley: In my field, in Libraries, I would say volunteer or work in one as much as you can to 
kind of cause really in a library, you can do absolutely anything you want, I think that's what 
most people do that they bring their skills and they just utilize them within the library world and 
so, so that would be the first thing. I would also say that if you don't love people, you do not 
need to work in a library because libraries are much more about people than they are about books 
and just my, one of the things I say is that it doesn't do us any good to have all of this stuff if 
we're not connecting with people with it. That's what matters, museums are to take care of 
things; libraries are the connection point, they're for use. That's what it is about so I would say 
volunteer; work in one part-time if you can, do your homework about which schools have 
strengths in what program, some are much better for academic librarianship and some are better 
for public, some are better for school, and realize that there are differences in those types and 
also realize that corporations have libraries too and so if you're a business person, you know 
business focused person you could actually work for a corporate library. I have friends that have 
library degrees, they don't work in libraries, they work negotiating and making deals for all the 
database that we all take for granted every day and so there's also the business end oflibrary 
stuff that's good and also since we are talking about Arkansas, Arkansas does not have a 
library's masters, not if you want, if you want to do school library, you can do that through UCA 
but if you want to work in any other kind, you have to go out of state so I would, I would love 
for Arkansas to get one cause we lose so many students every year to other states and once you 
move somewhere for grad school, its kind of hard to move back somewhere else and so there, 
there are people that I just think that it would be really good for us to have a library science or 
information science program if we could. I did mine in Tennessee, I kept it in the South but 
anyway so yeah that is what I would say to people in my field. Anything else? 
Ammons: Since you read a lot, is there any Arkansas author that you like? 
Burley: Arkansas authors, I should probably say Charlaine Harris cause she does all that 
vampire stuff that's real popular right now but I have never read any of those. Arkansas authors, 
that's good, John Grisham, I know he's mostly known for being from Mississippi but he grew up 
in Arkansas, he grew up around Jonesboro and my favorite John Grisham book is Painted House 
and it's set in Arkansas and it's just, it's mostly about growing up in that era and it's not a 
courtroom drama. It's a murder story but it's not a courtroom drama. The main character is a 
little boy that's kind ofrealizing that life's not always so nice and good and, but it is painted 
house is a beautiful piece of writing about an era in time that doesn't exist anymore and Grisham 
did a great job with it and it, I firmly if any of his works are read in a literature class down the 
road, I think it will either be Painted House or A Time to Kill because A Time to Kill was like 
his response to To Kill A Mockingbird is what he says but they both capture southern life very 
well but Painted House is just, it's different, it has a whole different tone, it's not typical 
Grisham but I think it will stand the test of time than this courtroom drama books so yeah, he 
would be my favorite Arkansas author but I have also been reading more of the biographies.of 
Arkansas politicians lately, I am reading Bill Clinton's right now and I've got Dell Bucker's in 
here and oh shoot, I can see his face but I can't think of his name, sons are my age, Pryor, David 
Pryor, I want to read his book too. Yeah, David Pryor's sons are my age so when I was in high 
school and went to like state drama and student congress, things like that his sons were always 
there, that was interesting too but anyway, anything else? 
Ammons: Oh, I think that's it. Thank you. 
Burley: Oh, okay. You're welcome. 
Ammons: [Later] This interview was made on March 23, 2012. This interview was by Lyndsey 
Ammons. The interviewee was Lisa Burley at the Brackett Library at Harding University. 
